
Art of Problem Solving Online Classes

Introduction to Geometry

Course Information

Welcome to your new Introduction to Geometry class! Here are some useful tips that will
help you make sense of all of this.

Course Basics
Dates: September 24, 2012 – March 25, 2013
Times: Mon 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM ET (4:30 PM – 6:00 PM PT) (No class on November 19,

December 24, or December 31.)
Instructor: Sam Elder (SamE in the AoPS Community)
Instructor email: samath117@gmail.com
Class ID Number: 619

Class Homepage
When logged into the Art of Problem Solving Community, you can access the class homepage

by following the My Classes link in the upper right corner of the site. You can also find the class
homepage by clicking the My Classes button under the School menu at the top of the website.

The class homepage, or Grid, is your source for everything you need for this course. You’ll
notice that the Grid is conveniently organized into five tabs.

• The Overview tab of the Grid has the syllabus for the course. This is also where you’ll find
complete transcripts for all of the classes in this course, important handouts for this class
(like this one!), and any announcements we may make.

• The Homework tab lists all of your homework for this course. The Homework tab sorts your
homework by week and keeps track of due dates and reading assignments. There are two
types of assignments on this page: Alcumus problems (served by our adaptive online learning
system) and Challenge Problems, which we’ve picked especially for this class.

• The Message Board tab keeps track of all of the important things that are happening on the
message board for you. The tab also has a gadget that you can use to ask a question on the
class message board. This gadget allows you to ask questions anonymously and it will send
your question to the course instructors as well!

• The Alcumus tab gives you an overview of all of the Alcumus-based assignments for the entire
course.

• The Report tab keeps track of your progress in the class.
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Textbook
The textbook for this class is Introduction to Geometry by Richard Rusczyk. The book is

available for purchase on the AoPS website. Students should read the corresponding chapter(s)
before each class, and ask whatever questions they have on the class message board. You do not
have to solve every single problem in the text! You will be solving many problems in class and
in assignments, so you’ll receive plenty of practice. However, it is very important that you work
through the problems that are solved in each section of the textbook. Try most of these textbook
problems yourself before reading the solutions in the book.

Homework
We offer students a variety of methods to practice during the course. In order of importance,

the homework options in this course are:

1. Textbook Study. The readings for each week can be found in the course syllabus on the
Overview tab of the Grid, and they can also be found on the Homework tab.

2. Alcumus. Alcumus is our online learning system. Alcumus monitors your progress and care-
fully selects problems, just for you, based on your performance on earlier problems. Through-
out the course, the Homework page will display what subjects you are expected to complete.

3. Challenge Problems. AoPS instructors have hand-picked an assortment of Challenge Prob-
lems for you to complete every week. These problems are designed to reinforce particular
concepts covered during class and also provide more difficult and specialized problems for
you to solve. Each week you will find a new set of Challenge Problems waiting for you on the
Homework page of the Grid.

Some Challenge Problems are short-answer problems and work similarly to Alcumus, while
others are writing problems and will ask you to write complete solutions to the problems. You
will get feedback on both the style and content of your solutions to these writing problems.

Students should choose the components of the homework they find most useful. Students should
not feel they have failed if they are unable to solve all the problems. We intentionally include some
very challenging problems, as we believe the student who solves every problem is not being challenged
enough.

Class Transcript
Each class will be transcripted, so students will be able to review the class at their leisure. The

transcript will appear on the Overview tab within 24 hours (usually within 1 hour) after each
class ends. Also, if a student misses a class, the transcript will enable the student to review what
happened in the classroom. Transcripts will remain available for one month after the course ends.
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Open Classroom Time
We make the Art of Problem Solving Online Classroom available at non-class times to students

enrolled in Art of Problem Solving classes. Students can use these opportunities to collaborate
on problems from the class. Usually, students use the class Message Board to coordinate meeting
times.

Your classroom will open one week before the beginning of your class and remain open until
one week after the last class session.

To find out more about our Online Classroom, check out the How To Use The Classroom
document on the Overview page.

Questions
If you have any questions, please contact us by email at classes@artofproblemsolving.com

or by phone at (619) 659-1612.
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